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Harris, Ishmael H

Ishmael

City Council place 1
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______________________________________________________________________________________
Name (last, first, middle)
Preferred name
______________________________________________________________________________________
Which office are you seeking?
# of years in the community
613 Rebecca Ln.

Bastrop.

______________________________________________________________________________________
Address
City
State
Zip
Ishmael Harris for City Council Place 1

N/A

______________________________________________________________________________________
Campaign Website
Campaign Facebook
512-653-2562

Ishmaelharrisforcitycouncil@gmail.com

512-653-2562

______________________________________________________________________________________
Cell phone
Campaign phone
Campaign Email
Preferred means of communication:

✔ Email

✔ Phone

Mail

✔ Text

Why, in your opinion, are you qualified for this office?
What I feel makes me qualified for this position, first and foremost is that as a resident of Bastrop with family roots here I
always want to see the best in Bastrop and the best for Bastrop. I am a sharp minded person that is full of progressing
ideas. I was raised around an older generation and I was able to obtain wisdom from them at an early age. Now I am at an
age where I feel like I can utilize what has been given to me. I believe I can bring forth ideas and information to the younger
generation to help Bastrop come together as one community; move forward in a way that where we stand out as a
successful and prosperous city that is one of a kind and takes care of its people. I have seen many, many changes in
Bastrop over the years and things come and go. As a husband, a father, I believe I can contribute a valued amount to the
process are the future of Bastrop.

Please highlight your experiences and accomplishments that you feel have equipped you to serve in an
elected capacity:
I have been employed by the City of Austin for the last 14 and a half years. I am very knowledgeable in the Wastewater area. I
currently hold a b Wastewater license. Currently another co-worker in myself or splitting supervisor roles at my job until
they open the position for a supervisor which I will be applying for. I take a yearly sensitivity and ethics training with my
job. I'm have worked with children and some kind of capacity since I was a teenager and still do now so I believe I have a
good Insight on what's good for our youth.

List your involvement with community organizations over the last 24 months:
Currently I am assisting in coaching my daughter in softball and we just wrapped up our hoopstars basketball. Last spring
I coach the 8th grade boys flag football team in the seven-on-seven tournament for the school. I go as a chaperone on field
trips with the elementary schools.

TX.
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Please rank what you feel are the top 3 campaign issues, explaining your position and why
1.

Affordable housing is a my top issue. From the last time I checked Bastrop School District had around 400 students that
are homeless. Not in the sense that they are living on the streets but there are families having to live with friends or other
family members because it is hard for them to keep a roof over their head. Parents are having to hold multiple jobs to be
able to provide . Bastrop is a small town that is growing and with that I believe that it is looked as a place to start a
family or to raise your children. I would like for Bastrop to be a place to where a small family or any family can get their
start and not stress about having a roof over their head. Where those that might leave to get their career started are able
to come back and give their kids what they were given growing up in Bastrop. I want it to be a place where there's houses
of different sizes in the communities. Where houses are priced based on size and not always the area. Where people from
2. different walks of life can live amongst each other and form a bond that makes an unbreakable community.
My next issue is facilities for the Youth. With Bastrop growing and more people and families migrating this way, it's only
natural that we have an increase of kids. Being a kid that grew up here there was never really a lot for us to get into only
small things such as the skating rink, the State Park to swim the basketball goals at Fishemans Park or the Kerr Center.
For a while there we didn't even have a movie theater. There is a movie theater now with a bowling alley and an arcade, and
yes those serve as useful things for teenagers but I believe Bastrop need some more. I believe it Rec Center will be a
great place for our children to be able to go and interact and and get involved and multiple activities and camps that
developed and build life skills. We have two neighboring communities that are smaller than our community that both has
3. successful rec centers and I believe Bastrop can do the same. I've spoken with people that have children and don't have
children and we all can agree that we need something constructive and positive for our children.
My last issue is the infrastructure of our city. We have multiple spots with drainage issues that cause flooding into
multiple houses. There are people that can barely afford the homeowners insurance let alone whatever extra of repairs
might be incurred or the high prices of the insurance because they live in the area that's constantly flooded. I want to
continue to push for it to get proper draining throughout the city. Bastrop has started some road improvements and they
are looking good. I would like to see that continue to go on. Smoother and better streets make for happier residents and
is appealing to visitors. I believe more Trails can be created along the parks and through the downtown area for those
who want to walk and see the city. For the longest time we have not had the best reputation for water and being in the
waste water filled I do have some knowledge of water treatment and almost 15 years a wastewater treatment. We need to be
able to have
a good healthy water system in order to be able to have good healthy citizens.
Additional
comments:

What are your suggestions to increase voter turnout?
I believe with today's society the majority of the people are connected through social media, so that is a large platform to
get things out. Not a lot of people read the paper but there are still those who are dedicated to reading the newspaper so
an advertisement in there a good too. Nothing beats daughter door face-to-face contact.
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Ishmael Harris

______________________________________________________________________________________
Electronic Signature
Date
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Bastrop Chamber of Commerce
927 Main Street
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